ED 130 503 



OOCQBSNT BBSUBE 



PI 007 938 



AOTHOB 
TITIE 

IHSTITOTION 
POB DATE 
NOTE 

EDRS PEICE 
DBSCRIPTOES 



IDBNTIFIEES 



Ferguson, Charles A. 

Glossary of Terns Relating to languages of the Middle 
East* 

Center for Applied Xinguistics, Arlington, Va* 

63 

16p. 

HF-$0.83 HC-$1,67 Pins Postage. 

^African Xangnages; *Afro Asiatic Xangnages; Anharic; 
Arabic; Armenian; Berber languages; Definitions;. 
Diachronic linguistics; ^Glossaries; *Indo European 
languages ; language classification; Persian; ^Semitic 
languages; Synchronic linguistics; ^Turkic languages; 
Turkish; Vocabulary; Writing 
♦Hiddle Eastern languages 



ABSTRACT 

This glossary gives brief, non-technicaT explanations 
of the following kinds of terms; (1) names of all important languages 
nov spoken in the ttiddle East, or known to have been spoken in the 
area; (2) names of language families represented in the area; (3) 
descriptive terms used vith reference to the vriting systems lof the 
area; (4) names of famous inscriptions or sources of documentation 
for ancient languages; and (5) few relevant technical terms of 
general linguistics* (Author/RN) 



III III SQC III III 4( 4( 3|( 3|( 1^ 3|( 3|( 3|( 3|( 3|( 3|( 3|( 3|( 1^ 3|( 3|( 3|( 3|( 3|( « 

* Documents acquired by EBXC include many informal unpublished ^ 

* materials not available from other sources. EEIC makes every effort * 

* to obtain the best copy available* nevertheless, items of marginal * 

* reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality * 

* of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions EEIC makes available * 

* via the ERIC Document Eeproduction Service (EDES) * EDES is not * 

* responsible for the quality of the original document* Eeproductions * 

* supplied by EDES are the best that can be made from the original* * 



CBA&IES A. FCHGDSOH 



v ' GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
§ RELATING TO 
0 LANGUAGES 

OF THE 

MIDDUEEAST 



£0vCAT»0f^ **0S**iON Off POl 



CHJUttES A. FERGUSON 



GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
RELATING TO 
LANGUAGES 
OF THE 
MIDDLE EAST 



WASHINGTON D.C, 
1963 



ERIC 



3 



First edition^ January 1962 
Second edition^ fanuaiy 1964 



>Publlshed by the Center for Applied Ungulatlcs 
of the Modern Language AssoclatJon of America 
1755 Massachusetts Avenue^ W,W-, WasMngton36» D,C- 

Q Price 10 cents 



INTRODUCTORY NOTE 



THIS glossary was originally prepared for use In a survey course 
on the Middle East given at Harvard University In 1957. tt has 
aiso been used in connection with linguistics courses at the 
University of Michigan (I960} and Princeton University (1961) , 
It Is here reprinted with minor changes and corrections. 



Charles A, Ferguson 



January 1962 



GLOSSARY OF TERMS RELATING TO UmGUAGES OF THE MIDDLE EAST 



THIS GLOSSARY ^ves brief* nan-technical explanations of ths f<iilov*:ng 
kinds of terms; 

il) Names of all important languages now spoken in the Middle 
Eastf or known to have been spoken in tbe ereaj 

(2) Names of language families represented In the area; 

(3) Descriptive terms used with reference to the writing systems 
of t tie area; 

(4) Names of famous Inscriptions or sources of documentation for 
ancient languages; 

(5) A few relevant techntcal terms of general linguistics. 

AFrO-ASIATIC Another iMime for Hamito-Semitic (q*vJ recently devised 
to emphasize the fact that the non-Semltlc languages of the stocks 
formerly often called the HamlUc lan^uages^ do not seem to form ^ 
distinct unjty. 

AHIRAM One of the niost famous Phoenician inscriptions, carved In the 
sarcophagus of King Ahlrcim uncovered at Syblos (modem Tiibaylf 
Lebanon) in 19234^tt dates from about 1000 B^C. and its discovery 
demonstrates! that the Phoentclan alphabet was in use as far back as 
the eleventh century B^C^ and that it definitely served as the 
prototype of the Greek alphabet from which the modem alphabets of 
Europe are derived^ Later discoveries have pushed the age of the 
alphabet back still further^ 

AKKADIAN The Semitic language spoken by the ancient Assyrians and 
Babylonians., H was written In cuneiform (q^vj script* most often 
on clay tablets^ and an enormous number of such tablets on a great 
variety of subjects are e^aant^ The language is documented over a 
long time span and a large area^ The southern dialects especially 
as represented in the eatlv texts of the Babylonian Empire^ is 
called Babylonian* and the northern dialects especially as shown in 
late Assyrian texts^ is called Assyrian^ 

ALPHABET A system of writing in which each symbol tends to represent 

one phoneme (q^v^) of the language being written^ A writing Si/'jtem 
in which the consonant Phonemes are regularly Indicated while the 
vowels are shown* If at alh on^y by additional diacritical marks. 
Is usually called an alphabet also, allhough It could with some 
justification be regarded as a syllabary (q^vJ^ The most important 
alphabets In use 1^ the Middle East no^v are the Arabic (used for 
Arabic and I^erslan), Hebrew ffor Hebrew), Roman (for TVjrkish)* and 
Armenian (^or Armenian)' 
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AMHARIC The most Important Cthfoplc language now i^poken. It 

fs the official language of Ethiopia and is Spoken by several 
millions of people Iti that country. It is written with the Ethioplc 
alphabet, which goes from left to right, and tn which the letters 
are unconnected and the vowels must be fndlcatecl^ 

ARABIC The most important Semitic language now spoken^ It Is the 
official language of all the Arab countries arid is spoken by some 
fifty million people^ Classical Arabic was the language of the 
Qur'an and the vehicle of the great Arabic literature^ It is still 
universally acknowledged to be the standard form of the language 
and Is used for written and formal spoken purposes. For ordinary 
conversation, however, the local dialects such as Egyptian Arabic , 
Ira<ll Arabic , etc. are used^ Arabic is regularly written in a 
distinctive alphabet w«klch goes from right to left and fs very 
cursive; most c' the letters are connected* many letters are 
differentiated by various diacritics such as dots above or below 
them* and the vowel signs are usually omitted.. 

ARAMAIC The name given to various Semitic dialects of the same 
general type as Syrlac (q.v J once spoken over a large area Of 
the Middle Cast^ One variety was Probably the language of Christ^ 
A modem variety Is still sicken by several thousand people In 
Ma'tula and two neighboring villages In the Anti-Lebanon north of 
Damascus^ Earlier* Aramaic was most often written in a script 
similar to that of modem Hebrew, but the modern Aramaic Is not 
written « 

ARMCNEAtT An Indo-Curopean language which seems to constitute an Inde- 
pendent branch of the family, tt is spoken in Soviet Armenia and 
by several millions of Armenians scattered widely throughout the 
Middle Cast and elsewhere « There is an older Classical Armenian 
which was the vehicle of a substantial literature and is stilt the 
liturgical language of the Gregorian (ue. Armenian) church^ The 
modem language exists in a variety of dialects clustering around 
two standard literary languages* Castem and vvestem Armenian, tt 
Is written In Its own distinctive Armenian alphabets 

ASIANIC This name is sometimes used as a convenient cover-term for the 
various languages of ancient Asia Mlnor^ the relationship of which 
Is not clear, such as Clamite, Human, etc^ It does not Imply 
that the languages Included are relf^ted to one another, 

ASSYRIAN See AKKADIAN 

AVCSTAN One of the two Old Iranian languages represented by extant 
texts^ It Is the language of the Avesta* the holy book of the 
Zoroastrlans^ The data of composition of the Avesta and the faith' 
fulness of Its transmission are complex <luestions: the language, 
especially in the older section, the Gathas, is remarkably like 
Sanskrits 
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AZ£R1 or AZCRBAVTAML The Turkic Language of AzerbayJ^^ni U shows 
greater sltnUarlty to the language of Turkey than to th^ Turkic 
languages of Central Asla^ but is sufficiently different to be 
regarded as a separate language, ft is not olten iis^ for 
'yvwrltt^n purposes in Iranian AzerbayJan r where Persian vtfould 
normally be used In writing^ but when it is, it is usuaity^written 
In the Arabic alphabet • In Soviet Azerbayjan it is widely used 
as a written language and a modified form of the Cyrillic (q. 
alphabet Is used* 

BABYLONIAN See AKKADIAN 

BERBER A closely related family of languages spoken by six or seven 
million people in North Africa^ ^he Berber languages constitute 
one of the divisions of the Hamlto-'Semltlc (q^v^) stock. Although 
some varieties of Berber have been written in the past, the Tuareg 
still preserve their old writing system^ and some PeoPie occasionally 
write Berber in Arabic script, these languages are not usually 
written today^ Arabic being used for this purpose in Berber- speaking 
areas ^ 

BEHISTtfN or BlStfTUN The most famous Achaemenlan inscription , carved 
on the face of a cliff on the north side of the main road between 
Ksrmanshah and Hamadan in Iran^ The Inscription, which is a lengthy 
recital of the accomplishments of King Darius, is in three languages: 
Old Persian, Elamlte, and Ak):ddlan. By ingenious guesswork based 
on what was known about Persian history and language from other 
source?, it was possible to decipher the Old Persian and this in 
turn s<jrvGd as the first important key to the decipherment of 
Akkadian, and ultimately ail cunelforni scripts. 

BOGA2KOY The most important source of Hlttlte texts, the royal 
archives of Hattusas, capital of the Htttite emPire; excavated 
in 1906, tip to the discovery of these texts nothing was known of 
this important language, and very uttle of the history of the 
Hittites themselves^ The name Bogazk6y is that of the small 
Turkish village near the excavations It Is Located about miles 
east Ankar&i 

CAtfCASlC A group of over thirty languages spoken in the Cdticasus, 
which probably constitutes a family. Two subgroups. South 
Caucaslc (including Georgian) and Northwest Caucasfc (including 
Circassian) are clear genotlc units; the other languages are 
lumped together as Northeast Caucaslc^ These languages In general 
are characterized by rich consonant systems and complex morphologies 
Most are unwritten, but several are written in modified versions of the 
Cyrillic (q.v,) alphabet and the most important^ Georgian^ U wrlttei> 
in its own alphabets 

COPTIC The most recent form of the Egyptian (q. vJ languages as a 
spoken language it died out probably in the eighteenth century^ 
It was written in a modlffed form of the Greek alphabet, served 
for some centuries as the literary and liturgical language of the 
Egyptian Christians and remains ttie liturgical language of the 
^ Coptic churcn foday, 
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CUNBIFORM A descriptive term applied to certain ancient Middle Eastern 
writing systems char^terlzed by wedge-shaped marks^ most often 
made by a stylus on clay but also cut In stone « First used by the 
Sumerlans as a method of writing * It was adopted (modified to suit 
the particular language) for Akkadian^ Old Persian^ Hlttlte^ 
UgarltlCf and other languages^ Cuneiform scripts vary In nature 
from complicated mixed Ideographic -phonetic systems (e^?^ Akiiadlan 
with hundreds of signs) to syllabaries or quasl-alphab^^tlc systems 
(e.Q^ Old Persian with thlrty-slx syllabic characters and five 
Ideograms) * 

CUSHITIC A family of lar^ages spoken by some millions of people In 
the eastern "horn'* of Africa^ Including most of IthloPla^ Eritrea^ 
and SomaHlandf and I>arts of neighboring countries^ They constitute 
one of the divisions of the Hamlto-Semftlc (<I,vJ stocks Hone of 
them ate regularly written. The best known are Sotrtali and Galla. 

CVRILUC The alphabtst used for Russian and several other Slavic 

languages and, in modified !6rm. for various non-Slavic languages 
spoken In the tJ^S^S^R^ The name Is derived from St^ Cyril who Is 
believed to have li>vented It fn the ninth century A^D. 

DEAD SEA SCROLLS A number of scrcUs In Hebrew, both biblical and non- 
blbllcal, discovered In caves near the Dead Sea In the sPrlng of 
1947 and In several subsequent years. The biblical texts are 
roughly a thousand years older than the earliest manuscripts 
previously available, and th^ non-blbllcal texts offer a wealth 
of hitherto unknown materials 

DIACRITIC A mark regarded as added to a letter and not part of the 

main body of the character^ such as the accent over the hook under 

BGYFTIAN The language of ancient Egypty documented from the fourth 
mlUenlum It was first written In a complicated hieroglyphic 
(q.vJ system which was followed byother more cursive but not 
much simpler writing systems^ Old, Middle^ New Egyptian with 
Coptic (q^v.) represent a lanCFuage documented for a longer period 
of time than any other language of the world* Egyptian constitutes 
one division of the Hamito-Semitic (q^v*) stock. 

ELAM1TC The language sPOken In ancient times In Elem, a mountainous 
area of southern Iran. It Is known f^m a few Inscriptions of the 
third mlUenlum BX^ and from some Inscriptions and numerous 
tablets from later periods, especially of the time of the 
Achaemenlan Empire > of whjch It wai^ one of the official languages. 
The later material Is in a cuneiform scrlPt derived from the 
Akkadian system. Llainlte has ^oi been shown to be related to any 
other language. 
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ETIIIOfIC A group of closely relaud languages constituting one branch 
of the Semittc Cq.v,) family. It includes the extinct Geez or 
Ethloplc proper* which was tho vehicle of * falr-si^ed rellco- 
historical Uterattire and remains the liturgical language of the 
Orthodox Church of Ethiopia: Amhailc (q.v.); and a half do^en 
other languages spoken In Ethiopia and Crltr/^a, Both Geez and 
Amharlc are written in the Ethloplc alphabet* of which the letters 
are ujvcO'iinected* run from left to ri^ht* and in which the vowels 
must be Indicated. 

FAMILY Two languages are said to be related* or genetically related* 
or members of the same family* If It can be demonstrated that they 
are continuations of a single language at an earlier point In 
tL^e. Thus Fiench and Spanish are related because they are both, 
continuations of Latin* Le* Latin went on being sPoken in both 
regions and graduM differentiations without a break In communi- 
cation between generations finally resultt^d in varieties of Latin 
so different that they are to be regarded as separate languages. 
The term family is flexible* however* as this process is a 
continuous one. !t coutd be applied, for example* t^ the Hamito- 
Semitic languages* to Semitic Languages, or Cthiopic. wiien 
necessary* rerms like £tock* family* branch, or sub-branch* etc. , 
are used to indicate the time d^'Pth at which the presumed split 
took place, in this way one can speak of the Hamito-Semitic 
stock or super-family* the Semitic family* and the Ethiopic 
branch, 

GEEZ Ses ETHIOPIC 

GEORGIAN See CAUCASIC 

HAMITO-SEMITIC or AFRO-ASIATIC A language Stock consisting of five 

families of languages: Semitic {q*v.), Egyptian (q,v.)* Berber fa-v.)* 
Cushltlc (q^'V,), and Chado-Hamltlc* a family of some thirty languages 
of West Africa Including Hausa. Common characteristics found in 
all these families* though not necussarlty in every language* a'.d 
which ^y assumed to have be^n Present in the supposed parent 
iang-jage Include? a special set of throat consonants (glottal 
stop* pharyngal spirants* velar spirants)* the trlconsonantal 
root (q*v.) , a ieminine affix^* a tense made with prefixes 
indicating the subject* certain kinds of derivative verbs* a set 
of pronominal suffixes* 

HEBREW The Semitic language spoken by the ancient Israelites and in 
which most of the Old Testament was composed* It died out as a 
spoken language some time about the beginning of the Christian 
era, hut was revived in the nineteenth century the language of 
Zionism and is Tiovr the official language of the state of Israel* 
For many centuries It has been written in a distinctive script 
(derived from the Arania:c alphabet) called the Hebrew alphabet, 
which consists of unconnected letters (consonantal)* running 
trom right to left witK the vowel marks usually omitted. 
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HtEROGiVPHiC ft descriptive term applied to sny conventional writing 
system ot which most of the symbols are pictures of objects, such 
as the E9yptian, Hittite* and Mayan hieroglyphs^ Usually such 
wr'tlng systems have a large number of symbols which are used In 
a mixed wayi partly Ideographic, partly phonetic^ 

HITTITE The chief language of rhe ancient Hlttite Empire. It is 

related to Indo-European (<i.vJ languages and was written In a 
special cuneiform syllabary (^^.vJ* An Important language of 
the ancient Middle Easti It was completely unknown to modern 
scholarship until revealed by excavations at the beginning of the 
twentieth century- Anothf^r related language customarily written 
In a hieroglyphic writing system Is called by the clumsy name of 
Hieroglyphic Hlttlte; this Is not the same language. 

HURRIAN A langua9e known to have been widely spoken in northern 

Mesopotamia and Syria In the third and second mlllenla D,C, The 
language itself Is known from relatival/ few texts widely scattered 
In time and places the most Important of which Is the long letter 
from Kln5 tusbratta of the Mltannl country to Amenophls III of 
Egypt about 1400 B-C- It has not heen shown that Hurrlan is 
related to any other language, 

INDO-'EUROPEAff A very widespread famJly of languages which Includes 
the Germanic (English, German* etcJi Slavic (Russian, Polish, 
etcj, Italic (Latin, the Romance languages), and about a half 
dozen other branches^ Common characteristics found In all branches* 
though not necessarily in all languages, and which may be assumed 
to have been present In the supposed pai^nt language include: a 
verb system which has different stems (for tenses participles) 
characterized by certain vowel relationships (e^g^ s|ng sang) or 
by suffixed d or Irregular verb "to be'*; gender inflection In 
nouns and pronouns, not finite verb forms^ The two branches 
of this family found In :he Middle East Armenian and Iranian 

IRAtJIAN A sub-branch of Indo-European langua9es comprising ^ bout 
fifteen modern languages as well as a number of languages now 
extinct^ With the Indlc sub-branch (Sanskrit, Hindi, Ben5alli 
etc J it constitutes the Iranian or Aryan branch of Indo-Eutopean . 
The most important Iranian languages now spoken are Persian, 
Pashto, Kurdlshi BMuchi and Ossettc^ The better known ancient 
languages include Old Persian and Avestan (qq.v J of the Old 
Iranian stage and Pahlavi (Middle Persian) and Sogdian of the 
Middle Iranian statt* Features characteristic t>f Modern Iranian 
languages, but not necessarily to be assumed for the pioto-Iranlan 
or proto-Aryani include the presence of palatal affricates (cJiof 
Ctiurch and J of Judge)^ reiative'v stmPle noun inflections! 
fte<[uem use of compound v^rbs consisting of a pre^erb of soine 
kind Plus a colorless verb like "do/' "bo," etc/ 

KUFIC An archaic style of Arabic wrltlr^g characterized by angular 

shapes endfew diacritics^ Formerly used in inscriptions and in 
manuscripts of the Qur'an, it is now used as an ornamental type 
face. Of. »ASKHi. 
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KURDISH A lamJuiigef or *nore exactly a group of dialects of the Iranian 
sub-branch of Indo-i.uropean (q^vJ^ it is spoken hy several 
million KjTds, mostly In Eastern Turkey, Southwestern Iran, and 
Northern Ira^, but ^^^o some In Syria, the U^S^S^R^ , and elsewhere^ 
U is usually not written (Arabic, Persian, or Turkish being usad for 
this purpo£€ byKurdjsh sPeekers) but when It Ist th^ script most 
often used In the Arabic alphabet, although Roman and CVrllUc 
alphabets have also be* used to a JlmUed extent- 

LINGUA FRANCA A language* widely Ufi9d In a given area as the medium 
of communication between speakers of different languages^ it may 
be one of the languages of the area* as when Aramaic was a lingua 
franca In the Middle East, or it may be a language from outside the 
area, as English Is In India today^ The expression Itself or^lnaliy 
referred to a language used In this way around the Mediterranean 
br several centuries^ based ohleflV on dialects of southern France 
and northerTi Italy. 

MCA&trE STONE A tablet found m ie$9 containing one of the most famous 
West Semitic Inscriptions, a proclamation of King Mesha of Mcab 
dating from the ninth century [}.C. The lan9uage ts very close to 
Hebrew and It Is written In the Phoenician alphabet. At the time of 
Its discovery this InscrlPtlor. represented tne oldest known example 
of alphabetic writing^ 

NASKHI The style of Arabic scrlPt ordinarily employed In Printed texts In 
modem Arabic^ it Is n»ore cursive t^ar Kuftc (^^v.), 

OftHON The most famous Old Turkish Inscription, so called from the 

name of the river In Mongolia near which the two stelae were founds 
They are epitaphs, written In the so-called '^trklsh runes, dating 
from 734-5 A-D. and provided with Chinese translations- 

PAHLAM or PE;hL£VI tfame aPplled In general to wes:em Mlddlq Iranian 
and In particular to the official language of the Sassanlans^ The 
st^ript, derived from the Aramaic alphabet* Is often difficult to 
interpret*^ Other varieties ct the language are known ^rom Zoroastrlan 
and Manlcheas texts discovered In eastern Turkestan at the beginning 
of this centur/4 

PAMIR languages. A group of five Iranian languages or dialect clusters 

now spoken In and near the Pamir mountains, chiefly In Afghanistan, 
but also m theU.S.S-R, and Pakistan. The total number of speakers 
cannot exceed $0,000 and the Idnguages are being replaced by Persian. 

PASHTO The Iranian language spoken by the Afghans or Pathans* who con- 
stitute about one-thud of the population of Afghanistan, and several 
millions of people In Pakistan, Since 193$ It has theory been the 
official language of A^hanlstan but Persian remains the most Impor* 
tant language of the country, Persian and Pashto are both Iranian 
languages, but actually they are ^ulte different, Pashto phonology 
and morphology being much more complicated than those of Persian. 
It Is written In the Ferso^Arablc alphabet with a number of ^dltlonal 
letters to ropresoi^t consonants not present in Aroblc or Persian. 
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FEFtSIAM The most Importeint IrdnUn (q^v.i la^ua<#e now spoken. It is 
tb€ major sPoken language in ^llohtJy different forms In Irdn^ 
Afghanistan, and Soviet TaJUcJstani and 1$ known and used In 
Pakistan and elsewhere as a UteraT language. It is written In the 
Arabic alphabet with several additional lettersi except In Tajikistan 
where the "TaJik" form of It Is written In a modified CyrlUlc (q.vJ 
alphabet. 

PERSIAN^ OLD One of the two Old Iranian languages represented by 

extant texts, tt was the language of the Achaemenl and Is known ^ 
fron their roXal Inscriptions. ,It was written In a cuneiform 
syllabary (qq.v.) . 

PHOENICIAM The Semitic lan9uage spoken by the Phoenicians. It Is 
known chiefly from numerous inscriptions* mostly rather short* of 
the cities of Tyre* Sldon* etc. , and their colonies or trading centers 
around the Mediterranean* especially that of Carthage i the 
Phoenician of which If usually called Punic. These are in the 
twenty-two letter Phoenician alphabet* from which the Greek alpha- 
bet wafi derived. The language itself was quite close to Hebrew. 

PHONEME One of the basic soimds of a glve^ language which may be 
used to differentiate words In the language and 1^ terms of which 
the native speaker hears and speaks. For example* the b jgtj,^ and 
^ sounds of English bet* bat * r> ^{ , x>^ ^re phonemes in English, and 
English speakers readily hear and make them. Arabic has no £ 
phoneme but has two s. phonemes* and the speaker of Arabic has 
trouble hearing the difference or producing It between b and £* Just 
as the speaker of English has a hard time hearing the difference or 
producing it between the two Arabic s phonemes 

KAS SHAMIIA A cape on the coast of northern S^ia* th^'slte of the 

archeoioglcal excavations of the ancient city of U9arlt which be9an 
in 1928 and yielded extensive texts li. U9arltlc (q.v.), a previously 
unknown Semitic language spoken there in the middle of the second 
mliienlum B.C. 

ROMAK or LATIN The name of tlie alphabet used originally fo; Latin, and 
Jeter 1a various forms for most of the languages cf Europe . The only 
Middle Eastern language for which the Roman alphabet is re^uiariy 
used now is Turkish^ but Roman alphabets have from time to time 
been devised for various othor languages of the area. 

ROOT Term used for the core of a word in some languages to which other 
things are added to form a stem or base which may in turn have 
affixes of various kinds. 1a Hamito-Semitic languages, and most 
clearly In Semitic, most words contain a root which typlcallV con- 
sists of three consonants and has a general lexical meaning* and a 
patterr which consists of certain vowel arrangements often in 
connection withcerialn affixes and has a grammatical meaning . 
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ComP^ro the following Arabic words^^contalnlng roots djca and fro ! 



dars 

dairas 

tadrls 



* lesson* 
*he tdught' 
'teaching* 



fairaq 
tafrfq 



'dlfferf^nce* 
'he separated* 
'sep^ratfon' 



In Indo-Europoan the root consists typically of a syllable containing 
a consonant/ a voweh and acon$onant, which shows vowel 
variations and often takes affixes to become a stem^ For exampls, 
tatln roots £afe and yld : 



HOSCTT^ STONE ^ famous tablet containing an Inscription In (l) Egyptian 
hieroglyphic wilting^ (2) another form of Egyptian writing, and 
(3) In Greeks It was discovered near Hosetta* Egypt, in 1799, and 
Is now In the British Museum* Since scholars were able ^o read 
the Greek versloni this bilingual Inscription became the key to the 
decipherment of the Egyptian language. 

RUNES The name given to alphabets of which the letters are unconnected 
and have a certain characteristic geometric shape^ It is applied 
principally to certain alphabets once used to write Germanic 
languages, but atso^ for exampiOf for the letters used in the 01<; 
Turkish inscriptions of Orhon (q«v J and elsewhere^ 

SEt^tib family of languages including Akkadian* Arabic, Habrew* etcw 
characterized by a number of throat consonants^ a root and Pattern 
structure (see ROOT) and 3 two-noun construction. It constitutes 
one division of the Hamito-Semitic stock (q-vJ^ 

SUMERIAN The language spoken by the Sumerlans of southern Mesopotamia 
from the fourth or second miilenium B*C* It was written in ^ cunel~ 
form (q.vJ script: writing was apparently invented by the Sumerlans. 
It has not been deAionstrated that Sumerian is related to any other 
language. 

SVtLABARV ^ system of writing In which each symbol tends to represent 
a syllable^ such as fe^' ISU' X' JOailhf in the language being written^ 
e.g. Old Persian' Korean^ or Japanese syllabaries. No syilabary 
Is fn current use in the Middle East, but cf. ALPHABET. 

SYRIAC The name given to various Semitic dialects of the same general 
type as Aramaic (^.v.)/ especially those spoken more toward the 
E; St. Classical SyriaCf the vehicle of a large Christian literature 
and still the Utut^lcal language of several Eastern Churches t was 
based originally on the language of Edessa In northern MesoP<^tamla 
(modem urfa) • The name is also applied to the '*neo-Syrlac " spoken 
by certain Christian communities in Iran and Ira^ at the present day. 
Syflac was and is written in its own distinctive syflac alphabet^ 
which runs from fight to left anJ is basically one of consonant signs, 
with the vowel points, of which there are several systems, usually 



capere *to take* 
cipf 7 took* 
incipio *I begin* 



vldire 'to see* 
vrdf *1 saw^ 
Invideo *1 envy* 



omitted. 
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TEL EL-AMARNi^ LETTERS k large number of clay tablets Inscribed for 
th'i most part In Akkadiani found In Tel El-Amamai Egypt, In 1687, 
turt'^ed out to be the diplomatic correspondence of King A^henaten 
and King Amenoptils III of E9ypt (about 1370-1348 B^C.)^ The 
letters Included two tn Hlttltei one In Hurrian, and many flosses 
In the West Semitic then spoken In Palestine and Syria, and thus 
were of grt^at value from a linguistic point of vi^vt as well as for 
the tight they cast on the customs of the tlme^ 

TRANSCRIPriON The written representation of a language by syi-.i^ls or 
spellings oth^ than thos^ of the standard orthography of the 
language^ U the language Is normally unwrltteni any writing 
system devised i^^ called a tr; Iptlon unless It becomes the 
accepted orthographv^ li c tr^i.. ^^Iptlon Is based ^>xcluslvely on 
the sounds of the language, it Is called a phonetic tianscrlption^ 
One Important variety of phonetic transcription Is the phonemic 
transcription In which each symbol consistently lepresents one 
phoneme (q^vJ of the language being written. Transcriptions 
which are only partially phonetic ( or phonemic) are also used for 
vailous reasons: they are usually based in part on grammatical or 
semantic considerations. Cf. TRAMSLITERATIOM. 

TRANSLITERATION The systematic use of the symbols of one writing 

system to represent those of another.) the ideal being a one-to-one 
correspondence so that something written by means of the trans- 
literation can be converted to the original orthography and vice 
versa without ambiguity^ The term is most often used to refer to 
Systems of using the Roman alphabet to represent various oriental 
alphabets^ Tv/o well-known systems of transliteration for Arabic 
and Persian, for example, are that of the EDcyglot>edia of Islani 
and that of the Board of Geographic Nanies 6f the U.S* Department 
of the Interior. Cf. TRANSCRIPTION. 

TURKIC A family of languages spoken in a broad zone extending from 
Tiirkey across Central Asia to Mongolia, and in other areas of 
Europe and Asia. They are characterized by vowel harmony, a 
predominance of sufflxatloni and a distinctive syntax. The Turkic 
languages seem to constitute one division of the Altaic stock, 
which is assumed to include also Mongolian and Tiinguz. The most 
important T^klc languages spoken in the Middle East are Tiirklsh 
proper and Azerl (qq.v.), 

TURKISH The Tiirkic language spoken by the majority of the inhabitants 
o • ne Turkish Republic and the official language of the country. 
The total number of speakers must be about 22iOG0,OOO. It has 
been written in the Roman alphabet since 1929, befor** which the 
Arabic alphabet was used. 

UGARITJC The Semitic language spoken in northern coastal Syria In 'he 
second mlllenlum B.C. It was unknown to modern scholarship 
until the excavation of Ras Shamra (q.v.). It was written In a 
cuneiform script similar in Its system, though not in the form of 
the letters t to the Phoenician alphabet. 
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VOWEL POINTS The diacritic marks used in various alphabets ^ notably 
tho AtabiCf Hebrewf and SyHac^ to represent vowels. In all 
three of these alphabets the vowel marks are added only for 
I'peclal purposes and are ordinarily omitted. The only other 
method of indicating vowels In these alphabets Is the use oi 
certain consonant letters, especially those for and to 
represent vowels as well. 
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